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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DATE: January 6", 2021

CONTACT PERSON: EMILY COLUCCI PEAK, VISUAL ARTS COORDINATOR

SUBJECT: JOHN MELLENCAMP’S PAINTINGS & ASSEMBLAGES EXHIBIT AT
THE THYEN-CLARK CULTURAL CENTER

EXHIBIT DATES: JANUARY 7" — MARCH 28", 2021

Jasper Community Arts is pleased to present one of the first exhibitions at the Thyen-Clark
Cultural Center of John Mellencamp’s Paintings and Assemblages.

The creative spirit often finds multiple expressions and such is the case with John
Mellencamp. Known primarily for his music, Mellencamp, is a legendary musician and long
time activist. He is a member of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and recipient of The
Woody Guthrie Award.

He is also an accomplished painter who has seriously pursued painting for more than 35
years. He has had solo exhibitions at the Butler Institute of American Art, Youngstown,
Ohio; the Tennessee State Museum, Nashville, the Museum of Art—Deland, Florida, the
Morris Museum of Art, Augusta, Georgia and three exhibits including a two man
exhibition with Robert Rauschenberg at the famed ACA Galleries in New York City.

Raised in Indiana and influenced by his mother who painted in the family home
throughout his childhood, Mellencamp’s urge to paint started at ten years old when he
began experimenting with oils. Later, he came to New York with the intention of studying
painting if his music-career aspirations didn't pan out. He had his first formal training at
the Art Students League, with portraitist David Leffel, where he discovered German art
and the work of Twentieth - Century Modernists such as Walt Kuhn, Chaim Soutine and
Max Beckmann.

As his musical career flourished, Mellencamp also continued painting and began to paint
earnestly in the 1980s as a means of further artistic exploration. He evolved a style of
portraiture influenced by the paintings of the German Expressionists, particularly Max
Beckmann and Otto Dix.

Beginning with an early affinity for portraiture Mellencamp found his visual voice in
Expressionism. The German Expressionism of the early twentieth century, with its anguish
over human brutality and corruption, spoke to Mellencamp’s deep feelings about social
justice. His kinship with the Expressionist artists, both by inheritance—he is the descendant
of German immigrants—and attitude, served as the foundation for the development of
Mellencamp’s own oeuvre. But though that foundation is German, the evolved result is
decidedly American, with the brash and snappy visual rhythms of our streets, our lives, our
politics, angers and passions.



Mellencamp’s imagery thus takes its inspiration from the same sources as his music: the
struggles of the working man and woman, oppressive authority and social struggle. And like
his music, the paintings are carefully composed through the structural requirements of
harmony, rhythm and order.

Mellencamp continues to live in his native Indiana, where he maintains his home and studio
outside Bloomington, where painting continues to be a mainstay of his creative spirit.

About John Mellencamp

Born and raised in Seymour, Indiana, John Mellencamp is an acclaimed singer-songwriter
and musician, as well as an accomplished painter and long-time activist. Mellencamp
started painting at an early age, influenced by his mother, also an artist. Mellencamp
studied briefly at the Arts Student League in New York, where he discovered the work of
Twentieth-Century Modernists. As his musical career flourished, Mellencamp began to
paint earnestly in the 1980s with an early affinity for portraiture influenced by the works of
Otto Dix and Max Beckmann. He is a member of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, a
Grammy winner, recipient of The Woody Guthrie Award, the John Steinbeck Award,
ASCAP Foundation's Champion Award, the Americana Music Association's Lifetime
Achievement Award, the Founders Award, a member of the Songwriters Hall of Fame and
co-founder of Farm Aid — a nonprofit organization whose mission is to keep family farmers
on the land. www.johnmellencampart.com | @johnmellencamp

The exhibit will be in the Thyen-Clark Cultural Center from January 7""— March 28", 2021.
Jasper Community Arts will host multiple events celebrating John Mellencamp while his
artwork is on display. In addition the Next Act, Inc. will host a raffle with Mellencamp
memorabilia.

Virtual Grand Opening/Mellencamp Raffle:

The first special event will begin with the Virtual Exhibit Opening on Thursday, January 7"
2021. Starting at 4:30pm the public will have access to the exhibit online at,
www.jasperarts.org.

In addition to the Virtual Exhibit Opening, the public will also have the opportunity to win
memorabilia from Mellencamp through an online raffle.

Raffle tickets for a signed Lithograph, “Sometimes There’s God”, will be available online,
beginning on Thursday, January 7th. Tickets for the signed print can be purchased until
5:00pm of February 24" 2021@ http://thenextact.org/jcaraffle/. This will give patrons
multiple opportunities to purchase tickets.

Due to COVID-19 all City Buildings will be closed to the public and in-person meetings
through January 18", 2021. Jasper Community Arts hopes to open the exhibit to in-person
viewing on January 19", 2021.

1% Film Event, ‘John Mellencamp: Plain Spoken':

On January 22™, 2021 from 6:00-8:30pm, a screening of the film ‘John Mellencamp: Plain
Spoken will take place at the Thyen-Clark Cultural Center. The film will continue to run
every week daily, Monday — Friday: 10am and 2pm, Saturday and Sunday: 12:30pm, with
the last showing being on Wednesday, February 24" 2021. These events are free to the
public, however space is limited.

Stay connected with Jasper Community Arts for any updates, by phone, 812-482-3070 or
email, visualarts@jasperindiana.gov.




2" Film Event,

‘John Mellencamp: It's About You’ and Signed Artwork Raffle Winner Announced:
On Thursday, February 25", 2021 from 6:00 — 8:00pm a second film, ‘John Mellencamp:
It's About You’ will be shown. This film will continue to run every week daily, Monday —
Friday: 10am and 2pm‘ Saturday and Sunday: 12:30pm, with the last showing being on
Wednesday, March 24" 2021. These events are also free to the public, however space
is limited.

This film is an intimate portrait of music legend John Mellencamp. ‘It's About You’ is a
revealing documentary both about the man and his music and about the culture that
inspires him.

In addition to the second film showing, the raffle winner of the signed artwork “Sometimes
There’s God” will be announced virtually by a representative of John Mellencamp’s.
Raffle winners will be announced online.

Like and Follow Jasper Community Arts and Next Act, Inc. Facebook pages for more
information,

www.facebook.com/jaspercommunityarts, https://www.facebook.com/TheNextAct.

Stay tuned for additional events in conjunction with the John Mellencamp Exhibition.

The galleries at the Thyen-Clark Cultural Center, located at 100 Third Avenue, Suite A,
Jasper, IN 47546, are open to the public Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 5 pm,
Saturday from 10:00 am to 2 pm and Sunday from noon to 3 pm. School groups, clubs and
students are welcome. Admission is free.

For more information, please call 812-482-3070. Jasper Community Arts is a department of
the City of Jasper. JCA is supported by the Friends of the Arts, Inc., the Indiana Arts

Commission, The Arts Council of Southwestern Indiana, and the National Endowment for
the Arts.

A DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF JASPER
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DATE: January 7, 2021

CONTACT PERSON: EMILY COLUCCI PEAK, VISUAL ARTS COORDINATOR
SUBJECT: GERRY WUBBEN EXHIBIT AT THE THYEN-CLARK CULTURAL CENTER
EXHIBIT DATES: JANUARY 7"- FEBRUARY 26", 2021

Jasper Community Arts is pleased to present one of the first exhibitions at the Thyen-Clark
Cultural Center, Easley, South Carolina charcoal artist, Gerry Wubben.

An Indiana University graduate has made his way back to display his larger than life, highly
detailed, charcoal drawings.

Wubben states, “My work, more than anything else, is a way for me to explore and make
sense of my world through visual means. These means include realistic and abstract
imagery, and disciplines such as drawing, printmaking, painting, sculpture, digital imagery,
and theatre work.

My realistic work mainly manifests itself with my drawings, which are primarily monumental

and executed in charcoal. | am constantly looking for things that strike me visually such as
the figure, faces, and studies of Nature.”

“Of all of my subjects | find the figure to be the most powerful vehicle to express my ideas
and feelings,” says Wubben. He tends to draw family or friends and either focus on the old
or the new born. “My drawings of people strive to depict the soul of the person and speak of
the cycle of life of which we are all a part . My drawings of Nature (landscape, insects, and
animals) tend to be objective studies that share with the viewer my fascination with texture
and detail. | like to work large for the impact and often use my drawings as theater sets. A
design | created of Waiting For Godot was composed of my drawings which stretched fifty
feet across the stage,” Wubben said.

Wubben states, “My abstract work manifests itself primarily in etchings, assemblages and
monumental paintings. This body of work is based mainly on maps and my love of scientific
subject matter. My most recent body of work consists of very large canvases with highly
structured circular patterns painted in acrylic paint. | am trying to convey what | see in my
mind when | read about the big bang, black holes, atomic structures, snow flake patterns
and so on. | am also referring to Islamic Art, Indian Art, and Mandalas.”

| have chosen to work in several directions for a couple of reasons. First of all, | like to
challenge myself artistically. Each drawing or painting | do is done partly for the difficulty it
presents me. If | succeed, | am that much stronger of an artist. Secondly, | see the world in
a way that can best be described in two major areas: realistically and structured
abstractions. | was made to do both.

Gerry Wubben holds a Master of Fine Arts in Printmaking from Indiana University, a BFA in
Printmaking from Colorado State University and an AA from Mesa College.

Due to COVID-19 aIl City Buildings will be closed to the public and in-person meetings
through January 18", 2021.



Stay connected with Jasper Community Arts for any updates, by phone, 812-482-3070 or
email, visualarts@jasperindiana.gov.

The galleries at the Thyen-Clark Cultural Center, located at 100 3rd Avenue, Suite A,
Jasper, IN 47546, are open to the public Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 5 pm,
Saturday from 10:00 am to 2 pm and Sunday from noon to 3 pm. School groups, clubs and
students are welcome. Admission is free.

For more information, please call 812-482-3070. Jasper Community Arts is a department
of the City of Jasper. JCA is supported by the Friends of the Arts, Inc., the Indiana Arts
Commission, The Arts Council of Southwestern Indiana, and the National Endowment for
the Arts.

A DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF JASPER
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DATE: January 7, 2021

CONTACT PERSON: EMILY COLUCCI PEAK, VISUAL ARTS COORDINATOR
SUBJECT: GROUP EXHIBIT AT THE THYEN-CLARK CULTURAL CENTER
EXHIBIT DATES: JANUARY 7" — FEBRUARY 26", 2021

Jasper Community Arts is pleased to present one of the first exhibitions at the Thyen-Clark
Cultural Center, a Local & Regional Group Exhibit.

Occasionally throughout the year, a group exhibit of local and regional artists working in all
mediums will be on display. You do not want to miss out on seeing the local talent in our
area!

The Group Exhibit will be on display from January 7" — February 26™ 2021. Local and
regional artists exhibiting are:

Brad Devlin: Louisville, KY

Caroline Waite: Louisville, KY

Curtis R. Uebelhor: Ferdinand, Indiana

Elizabeth Clare Taylor: Bardstown, KY

Jay Hamlin: Jasper, Indiana

Katie Waters: Evansville, IN

Kit Miracle: Birdseye, Indiana

Monte Young: Jasper, Indiana

Romy & Clare Designs: Jasper, Indiana
Steve Poehlein: Loogootee, Indiana

Due to COVID-19 all City Buildings will be closed to the public and in-person meetings
through January 18", 2021.

Stay connected with Jasper Community Arts for any updates, by phone, 812-482-3070 or
email, visualarts@jasperindiana.gov.

The galleries at the Thyen-Clark Cultural Center, located at 100 3rd Avenue, Suite A,
Jasper, IN 47546, are open to the public Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 5 pm,
Saturday from 10:00 am to 2 pm and Sunday from noon to 3 pm. School groups, clubs and
students are welcome. Admission is free.

For more information, please call 812-482-3070. Jasper Community Arts is a department
of the City of Jasper. JCA is supported by the Friends of the Arts, Inc., the Indiana Arts
Commission, The Arts Council of Southwestern Indiana, and the Natlonal Endowment for
the Arts.

A DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF JASPER
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