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MEDIA RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DATE:  December 2, 2015

CONTACT PERSON:  KIT MIRACLE, DIRECTOR

SUBJECT:  REBROADCAST OF IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE: LIVE FROM WVL RADIO THEATRE AT JASPER ARTS CENTER


A recent Backstage production of It’s A Wonderful Life: Live from WVL Radio Theatre was recorded by WNIN public radio of Evansville.  The recorded version will be rebroadcast on WNIN 88.3 FM on Sunday, December 20th between 7 – 9 Central time. People who missed the sold-out performance or who would like to hear this iconic play within a play are invited to listen to this wonderful production.

It’s Christmas Eve in 1945, and only a handful of WVL Radio’s actors have braved the blizzard to perform that evening’s broadcast of It’s a Wonderful Life and keep the station afloat.  This clever stage adaptation breathes new life into the poignant story of George Bailey and Bedford Falls.  When Frank Capra and his co-writers were working on the original screenplay, the Great Depression was a vivid memory. The story is juxtaposed against a time of failing banks, devastatingly high unemployment and a shortage of affordable housing.  The circumstances are eerily familiar, and over 60 years later, this story remains as fresh and relevant as ever.  Its message of hope and optimism is the perfect antidote to holiday cynicism.

This 1940’s “live broadcast” of Frank Capra’s beloved film takes us back to the Golden Age of Radio.  This fresh new adaptation of the film is set in the fictional studio of WVL Radio Theatre on a cold, snowy winter night.  Due to the blizzard, the professional voice actors are unable to get through, but the show must go on – so a small but intrepid band of employees manage to create the dozens of movie characters and scenes using just their voices and a sound effects table.  Nominated for five Academy Awards, Frank Capra’s beloved film is an undisputed holiday treasure, ranked #11 in the American Film Institute’s list of the 100 best American films ever made – and also their #1 most inspirational American film of all time.

Actors in this production are:  Alexander Sapp, Lauren Kriel, Strother Stingley, and Carin Metzger who all play multiple roles.  The stage manager is CM Garrison and the director is Willie Repoley.  This production is an Immediate Theatre Project which tells stories that illuminate our experience of living here and now.  Through professional productions, public readings and other forms of engagement, they bring new life to American classics, expose audiences to the best of contemporary drama, and develop new work with an eye to the future.  Learn more at www.immediatetheatre.org .

Jasper Community Arts is a department of the City of Jasper.  Additional support is provided by Friends of the Arts, Inc., the Indiana Arts Commission, Arts Midwest, and the National Endowment for the Arts.  It is also a Kennedy Center Partner in Education and provides arts education programming to local schools. 
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