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MEDIA RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DATE:  September 24, 2015

CONTACT PERSON:  KIT MIRACLE, DIRECTOR

SUBJECT:  PIANIST ALPIN HONG PLAYS BACKSTAGE AT JASPER ARTS CENTER


World-class pianist Alpin Hong will perform Sunday, October 4, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. at the Jasper Arts Center. This is his second visit to Jasper. On Monday, he will be working with students at Jasper High School in the arts and humanities classes.
Whirlwind American tours and performances across the globe have earned pianist Alpin Hong the reputation as a modern day Pied Piper. His combination of stunning technique, emotional range, and rare humor continues to bring audiences young and old to their feet. This program, Chasing Chopin, is the story of piano prodigy Alpin Hong. The child of Korean immigrants in Michigan, Alpin lived a typical Midwestern American life with loving parents, his little brother Vic, and plenty of piano competition awards on the wall. At the age of twelve Alpin experienced a terrible loss that dramatically altered the course of his life. During this turbulent time, his music became one of his sole sources of comfort. Yet upon entering college he felt compelled to abandon his passion of for music in pursuit of a degree in medicine. Extraordinary twists of fate he brought him back to the piano and the world of classical music.
Rooted in extensive classical training and a background in skateboarding, snowboarding, martial arts, and videogames, Hong is a creative force unmatched in its youthful vivacity and boundless energy. His astonishing ability to connect to people of all ages, experiences, and backgrounds distinguishes him and shapes his evolving performance style. His uniquely humorous and visionary approach to arts education has resulted in artistic residencies from coast-to-coast. In recognition of the pianist’s gift for communicating his passion for music to audiences of all ages, The McGraw-Hill Companies honored him in September 2005 with the $10,000 Robert Sherman Award for Music Education and Community Outreach. His tireless pursuit to find, inspire, and collaborate with talents in every community results in unforgettable presentations that both expand worlds and hit close to home.
Alpin Hong is a native of Michigan and made his orchestral debut with the Kalamazoo Symphony at the age of ten. He moved to Los Angeles soon after and garnered competition victories at a young age with wins at the 1989 Stravinsky Piano Competition, the 1993 SYMF Competition and the 1994 Los Angeles Spotlight Awards Competition. He was the winner of the Concert Artists Guild Competition in 2001.  His teachers include Mark Richman and Emilio del Rosario. He completed his Master’s degree as a student of Jerome Lowenthal at The Juilliard School. 
Patrons wishing to enjoy the performance of this talented musician should call the Jasper Arts Center right away at (812) 482-3070.  Prices are $25 for adults, $22 seniors, and $15 for students and children.  Group rates available. Learn more about the artist at www.alpinhong.com. 

Jasper Community Arts is a department of the City of Jasper.  Additional support is provided by Friends of the Arts, Inc., the Indiana Arts Commission, Arts Midwest, and the National Endowment for the Arts.  It is also a Kennedy Center Partner in Education and provides arts education programming to local schools. 
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