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MEDIA RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DATE:  December 8, 2014

CONTACT PERSON:  KIT MIRACLE, DIRECTOR

SUBJECT:  MARK O’CONNOR AND FRIENDS – APPALACHIAN CHRISTMAS AT JASPER ARTS CENTER


Jasper Community Arts will present Mark O’Connor and Friends – An Appalachian Christmas at the Jasper Arts Center on Friday, December 19, at 7:30 p.m.  This holiday show will delight and dazzle the audience with music and vocals of traditional holiday tunes.

Mark O’Connor, best known for his classical to bluegrass crossover music, will be presenting a delightful evening of musical entertainment for Christmas.  This event will include many classical Christmas tunes as well as some lesser-known music in the holiday spirit, virtually repeating the best of his chart-topping album An Appalachian Christmas.  

Born in Seattle, O’Connor quickly found his musical roots in Nashville.  He is renowned for his accomplishments in American classical, bluegrass, jazz and as a country violinist, fiddler, composer and music teacher. A musical prodigy, O’Connor began winning national titles on the fiddle, guitar and mandolin at the ripe age of 13.  He studied with Texas old-time fiddler Benny Thomasson, French jazz violinist Stephane Grappelli, and guitarist Chet Atkins. He has won two Grammies, been nominated eight times, has won seven CMA awards, seven National & Grand Master fiddling championships, and has garnered many other accolades both regional and international. 

On stage with O’Connor for this holiday concert will be Cia Cherryholmes of the famous musical family from Nova Scotia. Cherryholmes (here in concert in 2010) will be on banjo and vocals, Carrie Rodriquez on fiddle and vocals, Joe Smart on guitar and Michael Rinne on bass. Rounding off the performance will be Forrest O’Connor, Mark’s son, on mandolin and vocals. 

O’Connor has also developed a stringed instrument technique for music teachers and students, The O’Connor Method – A New American School of String Playing. The method places an emphasis on music and playing techniques from North America, in addition to focusing on rhythmic development, ear training, and improvisation. The method is published as a series of books and also contains short essays about famous American fiddlers.  It is gaining acceptance around the world.

Tickets for this spectacular Christmas concert are still available and may be ordered by calling the Jasper Arts Center at 812-482-3070.  Learn more by visiting us on the web at www.jasperarts.com. Prices are $35 for adults, $33 for seniors and $30 for students and children.

Jasper Community Arts is a department of the City of Jasper.  It also receives support from the Vanderburgh Community Foundation, Indiana Arts Commission, the National Endowment for the Arts, Friends of the Arts, and Dubois County Tourism Commission.
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